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Abstract

Juvenile delinquency in the Maldives has emerged as a critical national concern, necessitating urgent intervention. In recent
years, minors have increasingly engaged in criminal activities without fear of legal consequences, as they are shielded by
existing laws that place them beyond the reach of justice. The nature and severity of offences committed by these youths suggest
that their actions more closely resemble those of adults than children, raising significant questions about the adequacy of the
current minimum age of criminal responsibility. This study explores the adequacy of the existing age threshold for criminal
liability in the Maldives, focusing on assessing its effectiveness and identifying the need for reform. This research utilizes
qualitative doctrinal legal research methodology by analysing primary legal sources, data from the State authorities, and
relevant secondary literature to uncover critical gaps and deficiencies in the juvenile justice system in the Maldives. The
findings indicate that lowering the minimum age of criminal responsibility could be a necessary step to address the growing
juvenile delinquency issue, ensuring a more just and effective response to delinquent children.

Keywords: Juvenile delinquency; Juvenile Justice Act; Minimum Age of Criminal Responsibility; Legal Reform; Juvenile
Rehabilitation.
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