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Codifying Li’an Laws in the Maldives: A Legal
Imperative
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Abstract

In the Maldivian courts, matters pertaining to personal law are primarily adjudicated based on Islamic Sharia. However, the
absence of a codified law on Li’an presents significant challenges for both complainants and judges. Li’an, a concept within
Islamic Sharia, addresses disputes related to the paternity of a child and falls under Islamic personal law. Currently, the
Maldives lacks clear legal standards and procedures for handling such cases, leading to confusion and inconsistencies in their
adjudication. This study aims to examine the status of Li’an under Islamic Sharia and emphasize the pressing need for a codified
law governing such cases in the Maldives. Using a qualitative methodology, the research explores the principles of Li’an under
Islamic jurisprudence and evaluates the current practices of relevant authorities in the Maldives. The study also identifies key
issues that need to be addressed to ensure fair and consistent adjudication of Li’an cases. Primary data for this research was
gathered from Islamic primary sources, scholarly literature, and interviews with relevant legal authorities. The analysis reveals
a critical gap in the legal framework and signifies the urgency of codifying a law on Li’an to ensure clarity, fairness, and
uniformity in its application.

Keywords: Li’an in Islamic Sharia; Law Relating to Li’an; Family Law; Children of Slave Women; Lineage of Children
from Li’an; Islamic Personal Law.
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